Chapter 9.

Perfect Packages

Ready to get things wrapped up some tidy packages?

This chapter will definitely show you how. We’ll explore three more web components and a
whole bunch of free Feature Packs. When you’re done, you’ll ride off into the sunset, smiling all
the way.
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What you’ll find here...

Topic Description Page

Organize your project

*Tabbed Ul Component Quick and easy. Website in a component! Recommended! 336

*Page Layout Component | Use an A5w page to organize like items. Can be put in Tabbed UI. 346

*Navigation System Places a horizontal or vertical bar from which ‘child’ menus 352, 358, 361

Component drop down or fly out.

Feature Packs V10 Feature Packs included with V11 at no charge 366

*“Handy Tools” “Flying Start Genie” 366
“Tree-control Navigator” 367
“Using Grid Components on the Desktop” 367
“Action Buttons in Grid Components” 367

*“Images & Files” “Image upload” 367
“File upload” 368
“File / Image download” 368
“Import Excel or Ascii File” 368
“Export to Excel or Ascii file” 368

*“Custom windows” “Generic User-Defined Pop-up Window” 369
“Custom Help Windows” 369

*“Converting DBF to SQL” | “Database Upsize Genie” 370
V11 Feature Packs available at extra charge
Images, Maps, Calendars, Slider Control, Searches, Embedded Grids, 370

Dialogs and more!

Component Re-Views

= For a pictorial review of components in this chapter
see page 459.
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TABBED UI

PAGE LAYOUT BUILDER

How the material is organized

This is where it all comes together. You will find these web components just what
you need to organize all your materials.

And. It’s all about presentation. A fine restaurant goes the extra mile to deliver a plate
to your table that looks delicious. You are sold before you take the first bite.

And. Alpha Five takes presentation seriously with elegant answers that combine com-
ponents, web pages and reports into tidy packages. Here is your recipe for success. Illus-
trations are on the opposite page.

And. That’s not all. We have more perfect packages for you. These come in the form of
delectable morsels of functionality called Feature Packs. Take a look at the left for those
that are available for Alpha Five V11. They are complete with videos that explain all.

Organizes components, pages and reports with buttons and tabs. This builder even
adds a Home page. Easiest & fastest.

L J_’—_ﬁfr 1ars
.'\/ Welcome to ABC Seminars

&« | Home &
[componenes [Repons]eages] Welcome to ABC Seminars
Components |
We hope you enjoy our sample application, made with Alpha Five.

ClientRegistrations
ClientRegHobbyFree

Please select a tab and then click a button at left to get started.

Creates complex page layouts for grids, pages and reports. You can tuck them inside
Tabbed UI’s, too.

This page holds the PagelayoutTahsButtons web component that was created with the Page Layout Builder.

ClientRegistration
ClientsList
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NAVIGATION SYSTEM This component creates a menu bar that navigates between pages. It can be set up to
go across the page or down the side.
=~ C.Sem nars
ﬁ\*“/m
Client Registrations

Home Clients = Components + Utilities

Enter or change client information and/or registrations.
Click here to search...

Records: 26
@ Client id: 00002

| & Customer Information

_\amel Compam. Address_“ l_ig_g?'_sn’al:ions_ E
£ |Last pame Halton I

One thing is for sure — no matter where you plan to send your application, some
mighty pretty packaging awaits. Yum!

[ ]

Understanding the Tabbed Ul Builder

COMPLETED EXAMPLE < Component: MyABC_Menu; Page: TabbedUl_MyABC_Menu.

Tabbed Ul stands for Tabbed User Interface. You could almost call this builder an
instant website creator — it comes complete with a header, home page and handy but-
tons that can be placed in a tabbed container as you see below or in frames or just march
down the left or right side.
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= And the best part is that you already know how to add most of its elements. Let’s
take a close look at its design.

) ABC Seminars - Mozilla Firefox r__”ﬁ g|
Fle Edit Yiew Hstory Bookmarks Tools Hep Wl e T Nows Mostly Cloudy and 79°F Tanight: 57°F
v c N, ﬂ http: fflocalhost fLivePreview TabbedUI_TabbedUlLive 57 - -'] - | ,p J I:%
L’E ABC Seminars (1) -

The 'head' section appears here (2}

|‘ iy C Sem nars (3)
.‘\/ Welcome to ABC Seminars

[40 m e' ES }
(6)

components|[Reports|[Pages| M Welcome to ABC Seminars

Components

| Clients | We hope you enjoy our sample application, made with Alpha Five.

| ClientRegistrations | Please select a tab and then click a button at left to get started.

|CIientReanbb\fFree|

(8) Liberty Manuals Company - PO Box 453 - Rumson, M) 07760 - 732-842-3000

LEGEND « (1), (2) and (3 & 8) are defined in the Tabbed Ul Properties section.
=(1) See “Change page name” on page 343.
«(2) See ““Head’ content” on page 343.
=(3) See “Adding a header” on page 342.
= (4) Click the << to collapse the buttons panel for a wider page display.

= (5) and (7) The Home page tab is automatically included and a properties option
opens the HTML Editor for home page text, pictures, etc. (see “Adding a Home
page” on page 343).

— abbed UIB T T s T UT =(6) Buttons are pre-defined for Grid Components, Reports,
e " [C Contaners | I Containers A5W, HTML and External Web Pages, PDF Documents.
[ Report (3 [Tab Control] |7 OtherControls | | & At the design level, the buttons are enhanced with:
[&y A5wPage (13 [Tab Pane] T [Static Tex] . ]
8, HTML Page & [Frome] & limage] «Containers: Tab Control and Pane, Container, Tree Con-
9} External Web Page {3 [Container] [Button] trOI and Branch.
=5 PDF Docurnent :’:':, [Tree Control] [ Hyperlink] . -
- ; [Tree Branch] z {IFf:me] ! =Other Controls: Static Text, Image, Button, Hyperlink,
% [Spacer] Frame and Spacer.
HOW IT WORKS When you click on a button, not only does the selection open, but a tab is placed on

the top row (red box below). Once the grids have been loaded, the tabs make it easy and
quick to move between selected objects. The left menu can be collapsed for a wider dis-
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play (red circle) as shown in the following screen shot. Grids function independently, so
the AJAX callback is for the active grid only.

» | flome | Clients

:'.-\;Sen ars

Welcome to ABC Seminars

. !CIientRegistration

|| SlientRegHobbyFree |

Click here to searchos
Records: 29
@ Clientid:00002

|= Customer Information

Name ||Company||Address

.Records: 4

egistration

Registration id  Seminarid Registration date Paid date No persons Rate Amt due Amt pd Balance due Cancelled Print receipt for
" xf [zAuta>"] [ |2 | || |:|| [ [ 0.00] [ Il 0.00][ | ] ==
v 4 X 00003 00001 08/11/01 09/01/01 7 149,95 299.90 299.90 0.00
# X 00021 00004 08/25/02 08/25/02 G 269.00 269.00 269.00 0.00
4 ¥ 00033 00003 03/04/04 03/04/04 1 169,00 169,00 169.00 0.00
4 ¥ 00034 00005 03/02/10 03/05/10 5 550.00 2750.00 550.00 2200.00
Records per page
= Are you excited? We think this development is delightful!
Best of all. The Builder is really, really, REALLY easy to use.
Creating a Tabbed Ul
As we have seen, the Tabbed Ul can open components, reports, ASW and HTML
pages, as well as external pages and PDF documents. As always, there is a builder.
1. WPCP > Web components: Create a new Tabbed Ul Builder.
New > Web Component > Tabbed Ul Builder.
: - The navigation pane is on the left. We will be exploring both Tabbed
| Heoesen | [Dyprevien | [ LvePreview | Vot || controls and Tabbed Ul Properties (yellow).
§ 2. Overview: Read the description. As usual, we will cover the steps
(@ Cverview -/ Tabbed UI Buttons tl . d Th
B Tabbed UI Controls = outline ere.
[ Tabbed UI Properties Compam
Report H
oo Adding controls
i 1IN, o 3. Tabbed Ul Controls > Tabbed Ul Buttons: Click Component.
o_‘ﬂ External Web Page
T4 PDF Document
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Insert Tabbed UI Pane

Insert New Pane in the Tabbed User Interface
Create a button or hyperlink that the user can press to insert a new pane in the Tabbed User Interface.
pane can contain a Grid, Dialog or other component, or a Report, any ASW page, a static HTML page, P!
any external web page.

=]

Button type: @) Button (7 Hyperlink

Object Type:

[Component V]
Object Mame:

B Argument.aSwemp  (Grid) ~

EH AutoSuggest.aSwamp  (Grid)

Ff AutoSuggest_Practice.aSwamp  (Grid)

EH ClientRegistration.aSwemp  (Grid)

& ClientSideCalcs.afwamp  (Grid)

EE ClientSideCalcs_Practice.aSwemp  (Grid)

EE ControlType.aSwemp  (Grid) -

Filter:

Dialog Title: Insert Tabbed Ul Pane
= Button type: You can use either Buttons or Hyperlinks.

= Object Type. You can change the listing of Object
Names to the following: Report Layouts, A5SW pages,
Static HTML pages, External (web) pages and PDF doc-
uments. Except for External pages, they must all be
located within the current Web Project.

= Filter: Useful for finding objects in a long list. You
must enter at least 3 letters i.e. to find StackedColum-
nar, enter sta.

= Edit button opens the HTML Editor for further format-
ting of the text for the button label.

a. Button type: Choose Button.
b. Object type: Choose Component.
c. Object Name: Choose Clients.a5wcmp (Grid).

d. Button/Hyperlink text: Clients (default is name of
grid, report, etc.)

Once an object is added to the list, its properties become available. Most are self-

Button/hyperlink text: | clants

Pane label: Clients

Button width: 1.5in

{use CS5 syntax e.g. lin, 20pt, 30px, etc.)
e. Pane label: Clients (also default).
f. Button width: 1.5in (default)
g. Click OK.
PROPERTIES
explanatory.
% Design QPFEV\EU\' = Live Preview [ f Working Preview

4. Repeat the above steps to add the fol-

Enter Your Header Text Here

€ | Home -!

lowing:

=Components: Client Registration (Grid) &
DialogBindRepSec (Dialog?2).
| eReport: ClientsList (Report).

Specify the HTML for the Home page.

Clients

«A5W Page: MaintenancePge.a5W.

ClientRegistration

5. Save as MyABC_Menu.

Dialog8indRepsec C||em-_; o

ientsLi »
ClientsList ClientRegistration

=,
D)
« | Homg| Clientd* |
ecords: 26
s Client Id Enter Date First NJ

# X 00006 10/10/01 loan

6. Go to Live Preview.

7. Allow Alpha Five to turn on the Appli-

MaintentancePge

cation Server, if necessary.

DISPLAY NOTES
in Working Preview.

= Live Preview is best because reports and Maintenance components are not visible

= Some items, such as child grids with tabs, may not display properly. For those, the

Browser is better.

FEATURES

The screen shot above shows some of the features:

= A button for each object is at the left.
= Header Text: Good place for a logo and welcome message.
= Home page can be designed in HTML.

8. Click the Clients button to see the pane and its tab appear (inset).
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9. Close the pane by clicking its “x” (red circle).
10. Return to Design mode.

RENAME BUTTON & TAB You can give the buttons any name you like, but you need to do it for both the button
and its tab (pane).

PROPERTIES: [TABBED Ul BUTTON: MAINTENANCEPGE (A5W PAGE)]

TABBED UI BUTTON/ <Button text: Change to Pack/Index Tables.
HYPERLINK PROPERTIES =Pane title: Change to Pack/Index Tables.

«This action changes the name of the Tabbed Ul Button control to:
[Tabbed Ul Button: Pack/Index Tables (A5W page)]

=The original filename is unchanged as can be seen at Web Projects >
A5W Pages.
Adding frames

Frames will group the components, reports and pages together. Be sure to
select the fields first and then click the Containers button.

N = = a. Selected Objects: Select the first
e e Companents three objects (yellow at left).
] [Frame: <Components> - FRAME_1] Clients . .
[Tabbed UI Button: Clients (Grid Companent]] § b. Click Containers.

[Tabbed UI Button: ClientRegistration (Grid Component)] 4 ClientRegistration c. Choose Frame.
[Tabbed UI Button: DialogBindRepSec (Dialog Component)] § elnsert Opening Erame Begin &
I IR 110 DialogBindRepSec closing Frame End tags: Yes.
—] [Frame: <Reports> - FRAME_2]
[Tabbed UI Button: ClientsList (Report Layout )] § o eLabel: Components.
eports
~ [Frame End - FRAME_2]9 — «Click Insert Around.
=] [Frame: <Pages> - FRAME_3] ClientsList
[Tabbed LI Button: Pack/Index Tables (ASW page J] d. Repeat for the report (green) and
[Frame End - FRAME_3] 9 Pages page (pink) as at left.
¥ ‘ . Pack/indexTables | 11. Go to Live Preview.

% | Home | Pack/Index Tables ¥ |

12. If you get a navigation warning, click OK or Leave this Page. We’ll
deal with that shortly.

13. Click the Pack / Index Tables button.
«Note the pane tab also shows the revised name (red border above).
14. Return to Design mode.
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Selected Objects:
(5 [Tab Control: TAB_1]

+ Tabbed UI Buttons
| - Containers |
5 [Tab Contral]

i [Tab Control End]

[ [Tab Pame]

1 [Frame Begin]

i [Frame End]

1 [Container Begin]

i [Container End]

Components || Reports | Pages

Components

*———em———>

Button Width
ClientRegistration

X

DialogBindRepSec

A

Buttons Panel

-/ Other Controls
T [Static Text]
[E&] [tmage]
[Button]

[Hypetlink]

[&y, [TFrame]

v

X 2 ~ v ¥

[ [TabPane: Components]

—] [Frame: Components]
[Tabbed UI Button: Clients {Grid oy
[Tabbed UI Butkon: ClientRegistratior
[Tabbed UT Button: ClientRegHobbyF

[Frame End] 9

[ [TabPane: Reports]

—] [Frame: Reports]
[Tabbed UI Button: Clients List Repar
[Frame End] 9

[3[TabPane: Pages]

] [Frame: Pages]

: [Tabbed UI Butkon: Pack [ Index Tabl

- [Frame End] 9

[ah Control End] 9

Editing an object

16. Select a component.

Adding tabs
a. Add a Tab Control and Tab Panes as at left.
b. Go to Live Preview.

.Componentsé Beports || Pages
Components

Clients
ClientRegistration

DialogBindRepSec

15. Return to Design Mode.

=Note that Edit Object (below list) becomes active.
<\When you click on it, you will be taken directly to the component or other

object for editing.

Changing width of buttons and panel

Occasionally, you may need to change the width of the buttons and/or

the button panel.

(@ Overview

[ Tabbed UI Properties
P

=1.5in.

= Button width: Width can be set for each individual button at
Properties > Tabbed Ul Button / Hyperlink Properties > Style. Default

= Buttons panel: Go to Tabbed Ul Properties > Tabbed Ul Proper-

ties > Button panels style. Default = 2.5 in.

Adding Other Controls

In addition to the above containers, other controls may also be added. Most work in

the expected manner.

= Static Text, Image, Button, Hyperlink, IFrame, Spacer.

Testing at the Browser

17. Click Preview on the upper tool bar.
18. Go to the Browser and test the tabs and buttons.
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< Next we will remove the navigation warning, give the page a title and create a
header with a logo. The following settings are found in the Tabbed Ul Properties

section.
19. Return to Design Mode.

|@Overview 20. Go to Tabbed Ul Properties.
[EEE Tabbed UI Contrals
iy Tabbed UI Properties

Understanding the Browser navigation warning

When you go live, you won’t want the end user to accidentally leave a page. Alpha
Five provides for this by forcing confirmation before leaving the page.

While testing, however, this message can become annoying because it needs to be

dismissed each time you preview your work.

(¢}l Tabbed Uf. E3 - anduws]nmnetbplm‘_ v
It is easy to remove the message.

o Are you sure you want to leave this page? ‘
- Just put adding it back on your pre-launch
to do list. At that time, you can also cus-

Are you sure you wank ko navigate away from this pags?
# Leave this page

Press OK ta continue, or Cancel o stay on the current page. i R R
T tomize the message, if you like.
=Y Frompt when navigate away from page
M avigation confirmation mezzage [dity Gridz]  {pane tile} containg unsaved data.

M avigation confirmation [no dirty Gnds)

TABBED Ul PROPERTIES <Prompt when navigate away from page: No

Giving the page a title
You can give the Tabbed Ul page a title that will appear in the Browser’s URL or tab

(#1) in screen shot on page 337).
«Page title: Enter ABC Seminars.

TABBED Ul PROPERTIES
(CONT.)

Adding a header

It’s easy to add a logo and text.

Save X Close ?‘j “‘3 & 1 ‘:} A= LOGO
[Feoargs _ Wcar MlemmrB]z U Adding a logo is like adding any other picture at the HTML Editor. If

you need a refresher on doing this:
= See “Adding an Image to both page and project” on page 44.

* Welcome to ABC Seminars
TABBED Ul PROPERTIES =Header text: Click the button to open the HTML Editor.

(CONT,) a. Add ABC_Seminars_LogoSmall.jpg to both the project and the
HTML Editor as at left. Then add the text.

b.c:\A5_V11_WebAppBook\ ABC_V11Web_Lessons\ Images\
ABC_Seminars_LogoSmall.jpg.

c. Click Save.

Adding a footer

Typically, footers contain company information and/or links to other pages in the

site.
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